
Starvation issues in universities? The real college
problem is obesity.
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A new report claims college students are 'food insecure' and starving. But better research shows they're
overweight and lazy.

Starvation might be stalking among college students, according to shocking headlines in Newsweek
(http://www.newsweek.com/arestudentsstarvingstudyfindswidespreadhungeruscolleges
871268) and elsewhere, and The Washington Post warns of “The hidden crisis on college campuses
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/04/03/thehiddencrisisoncollegecampuses36
percentofstudentsdonthaveenoughtoeat/).”

In reality, last week’s report from Temple University and Wisconsin HOPE Lab
(http://wihopelab.com/publications/WisconsinHOPELabStillHungryandHomeless.pdf) is typical of the
baloney that spawns policy hysteria nowadays.

Temple University/HOPE researchers assert that 36% of fouryear college students and 42% of community college students are “food insecure” — a
vaporous term beloved by prowelfare advocates.

This analysis is modeled on the Department of Agriculture's annual Food Security survey. USDA is emphatic that its survey does not measure hunger
(https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/foodnutritionassistance/foodsecurityintheus/measurement.aspx), but that neonsize warning sign was ignored by this
study (titled “Still Hungry and Homeless in College”).

More: Taxing soda and interfering with our diets won't always yield slimmer waistlines (/story/opinion/2018/01/23/taxingoursodainterferingourdiets
wontalwaysresultslimmerwaistlineskatrinatrinkocolumn/1055578001/)

More: Who will champion lowincome college students after key leader moves on? (/story/opinion/2017/12/21/withoutdanportfieldhowdoeseducation
systemmakeprogressrichardwhitmirecolumn/952226001/)

Temple/HOPE respondents were asked (http://www.wihopelab.com/publications/BasicNeedsInsecurityCollegeStudents.pdf) questions such as
whether they feared “food would run out before I got money to buy more,” or “Did you ever eat less than you felt you should because there wasn't enough
money for food?” Redefining hunger as abstaining from second servings makes for a pushbutton crisis.
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